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Smart Villages 

 

Socio-Economic 
development 

 
Basic services 

Vision – our village/territory of the future 

Digital innovation 

Social innovation 

Innovation • Low carbon 
economy 
(including circular 
economy) 

• Digital economy 

• Urban-rural links 

• Local Asset based 
specialisation 

 

• Training and 
education 

• Renewable 
energy 

• Health and care 

• Mobility 

• Broadband 

 

How to sustain it 



Community Hydro 
Scheme – Braemar 

Financing EUR 

Local Sources (Council, Community 
Trust, National Park) - Feasibility 
 

33 000 

Community Energy Scotland 
(Repayable grant with interest if 
successful) – Preparatory period 
 

117 000 

Crowd funding 800 000 

Total 950 000 



Community Broadband 
– Molenwaard (NL) 

Financing EUR (Estimations) 

Private investment & 
crowdfunding 

2 200 000 

loans and public funding 8 800 000 

Total 11 000 000 
(estimation) 



• Rural parish in Cumbria (pop. 2,100), nearest town-40min, 
limited public transport, reduction in services…. 

• 24 social enterprises: digital cooperative, retail, catering, 
tourism, social care, community transport, education, social 
care, health…..  

• 50 jobs supported 

• £2.2m turnover  

• 200 volunteers  

 

 

 

Alston Moor – The UK’s First 
Social Enterprise Town 

 



• Jobs 

• Youth 

• Housing 

• Health 

• Education 

• Mobility 

• Connectivity 

• Culture 

• And many more 

Imagining and building  future: 



CLLD supports the rolling out of a mobility 
app developed by a social enterprise to other 
rural areas in France 
 

CLLD supports the creation of state of the art 
community owned broadband  

CLLD and Smart Villages 

CLLD supports a social enterprise providing a 
training itinerary to support rural SMEs in their 
digital transformation 

CLLD cooperation measure is used to build a 
regional network of co-working spaces accross 
an entire region  
  



LAG 

Animation 

Training 

Technical/ feasibility studies  

Needs audits 

Pilots 

Research contracts 

Small scale investments 

Marketing 

Cooperation 

IDEA 

SUSTAINABILITY –SCALE UP 

Community 

Contribution 

SUPPORT FOR « LIGHTHOUSE » PROJECTS 

How to ensure that LEADER 
can mobilise these tools 
effectively for local 
communities? 

http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=steps&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=FoZkUZz62Gc3SM&tbnid=ejzJU7a-C94PDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ottawavalleypv.ca/steps.html&ei=_SINUc6VDI-q0AWF64HwBA&psig=AFQjCNFY5jPZZhBWe141aeS6daMXgYeuLw&ust=1359901789539689


Opportunities for 
strengthening  instruments 

for rural Innovation 

Omnibus – preparatory support, draft budgets, SCOs – can they be used for 
lighthouse projects which mobilise the local community? 
 
Other forms of cooperation 

Lighthouse 
Projects 



Future types of intervention 

• SV results indicator  
 

• Cooperation Interventions -
100% support rate + global 
projects for cooperation (incl. 
LEADER) 
 

• How to avoid duplication and 
build on what exists? 
 

• How to unleash the full 
potential of LEADER? 
 
 



Smart Villages Portal 

 

 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH! 

subscribe@enrd.eu. 

Smart Villages Video 
https://youtu.be/ckB71hb0kx0 

https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/smart-and-competitive-rural-areas/smart-villages/smart-villages-portal_en
mailto:subscribe@enrd.eu
https://youtu.be/ckB71hb0kx0

